
AN OMA STORY 

“Mama’s in a nursing home,” said the man, “but she thinks she arranged and paid 

for her burial.” Carl called OMA because he found his mother’s membership card.  

“I know she joined years ago and she doesn’t remember the funeral home, but 

she thought you might.” 
 

We didn’t, but his mother’s member record was in OMA’s database. With a little 

research, our Office Assistant was able to find information from a Portland funeral 

home where OMA had discounts when Gladys had joined OMA. She hadn’t  

prepaid, but a record of her wishes was in their old files. Carl called back to  
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Since the September 2021 celebration of OMA’s 60 years of service to  

Oregonians, despite the continuing pandemic, the board continues the work  

of educating about and advocating for funeral consumer rights. Some highlights: 
 

• Employed a new OMA Office Assistant to respond to phone and email 

enquiries and member needs, handle registrations, and support the board.  

• Offered “All’s Well That Ends Well” end-of-life planning workshops led by 

our volunteer trainers almost every month, reaching 75 people.  

• Hosted 2 excellent virtual presentations which are available for viewing.  

• Welcomed 2 new mortuary partners, providing discounts to OMA  

members in the Ashland and Klamath Falls areas. 

• Gathered price lists from both our partner providers and other mortuaries. 

• Instituted a Family Membership package to cover dependents under 26.  

• Served on a state legislative committee regarding rules governing cemeteries. 
 

YOUR OMA BOARD IS WORKING HARD FOR YOU! 

Do we have your email? 
 

As we only send one printed newsletter per year,  
our monthly e-newsletters are the best way to stay in touch.  

 

Sign-up at www.omaoregon.org/e-newsletter. 



RAFFLE! 
 

Purchase a $5 raffle  

ticket to support OMA 

for a 1-in-100 chance to 

win the Explore Package! 
 

• AAA Basic Membership  

 for two people for one   

 year 
 

• Two tickets to Portland  

 Japanese Garden 
 

• One membership card    

 allowing free admission  

 for one year for you and a  

 guest to Portland’s Lan Su     

 Chinese Garden 
 

• $50 Cheesecake Factory  

 gift card 
 

• Autographed copy of  

Rick Steves' Europe 101: 

History and Art for the  

Traveler plus his Europe—

Best Destinations guide  
 

• Oregon Bucket List  

 Adventure Guide & Journal:    

 A Guide to the 50 Must-See  

 Destinations in Oregon         

 book  
 

Buy online today at 

omaoregon.org or  
call 503-647-5590. 

“All’s Well That Ends Well” End-of-Life Planning Workshops 
 

Using our Oregon specific workbook for study of end-of-life preparation,  

participants learn what should be completed in order to assist those "left  

behind" to carry out our plans. We offer both in-person and on-line (Zoom) 

workshops. Workshops can also be arranged just for your group or  

organization. If you have an idea of a place or area where an AWTEW  

session might be helpful, please let us know. AWTEW workshops are led  

by trained volunteer presenters. Please connect with OMA if you are  

interested in becoming a presenter or would like more information. For a  

list of our current workshops, visit www.omaoregon.org/education. 

The workshop really  

gave me a lot to think 
about. I didn't know  

so many things were  

involved in  
end-of-life planning!  

The workbook was  

so helpful. 

Treasurer’s Report  
 

2021 was a good year for OMA as we were able to streamline expenses. 

Strong member contributions and donated burial plot sales helped our  

bottom line. OMA relies on annual donations and sponsorships in order to 

exist. We need to raise $10,000 to make our 2022 budget which is only 

$23,000. Please visit omaoregon.org/donate for ways you can donate,  

including giving gifts of stock and IRA distributions; designating OMA as  

your charity of choice at Fred Meyer, Bottle Drop, and Amazon Smile; or,   

leaving a legacy gift in your will. Thank you for being an OMA member!   
 

Note: The board is indebted to Rev. Connie Yost for her tireless work as  

OMA’s Volunteer Bookkeeper and Treasurer. Her non-profit administration 

knowledge and willingness to volunteer saves OMA thousands!  
 

AM OMA STORY—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
 

thank us. “She wants burial, but that place is too expensive. My brother and I  

want to honor her wishes, but we can’t get into debt.” Our Office Assistant  

discussed options for a dignified burial and pointed him to the list of our  

cooperating mortuaries on the OMA website.  
 

Six months later, Carl called again. He was full of gratitude and praise 

for help in arranging an affordable, dignified burial. “We chose direct 

burial in a simple casket – all green. Mom believed in taking care of the earth, 

but we wouldn’t have chosen that without help. She didn’t want cremation. 

We had a memorial at her church. Thank you for helping us think out what 

was most important, as well as within our budget.” 
 

That’s why we are here! Your contributions make it possible for  

OMA to keep a staff person exactly for calls like this. If everyone  

receiving this newsletter donates, we can focus on education and not so  

much on fundraising. Whatever you can give is appreciated. THANK YOU! 



Your Donations Make It Possible 
 

OMA has helped thousands of people save money, but most importantly, helped them sort out what is 

most meaningful to them and their families. It is all made possible by donations from people like you. Sixty-

seven percent of our income in 2021 was from members and supporters. Thank you for your past support! 

There are several ways to donate: 
 

• Reduce your taxes with a gift directly from you IRA account 

• Consider a bequest to OMA in your will 

• Donate securely online at www.omaoregon.org/donate 

• Mail in a check using the enclosed envelope 
 

Visit www.omaoregon.org/donate for more information. 
 

We also truly appreciate our volunteers who donate their time. 

Please be in touch if you are interested in becoming an OMA 

board member or joining a committee. Contact us at 

www.omaoregon.org/volunteer. 

2022 Presentations Available for Viewing 
 

Last Act:  Save the Forest  

Walt Patrick of Herland Forest Natural Burial Cemetery, a  

non-profit cemetery organized by individuals dedicated to sustaining our natural resources,  

presented alternative and affordable body disposition options, including body composting. 
 

Options for the End of Life:  Saving Money When You Die 

This informative presentation by Elizabeth Fournier of Cornerstone Funeral Services & Cremation  

covered affordable end-of-life funeral and burial choices plus information on how to bury your  

loved ones without breaking the bank. 
 

Visit www.omaoregon.org for links to these informative presentations. 

Partner Providers 
 

OMA has agreements with mortuaries throughout the state which offer discounted prices for OMA  

members. Did you know that mortuaries are required by law to provide a price list on request? OMA 

helps members comparison shop and make sense of the various options. For more information on how  

to read a mortuary price list, visit www.omaoregon.org/member-forms--information.  
 

OMA continues to negotiate contracts statewide. Be sure to contact our office for a current list of  

providers or visit www.omaoregon.org/providers--price-lists.  Don’t see a partner in your home 

town? We’re always looking for volunteers to serve as Area  

Representatives to help us find new partnership opportunities. 

Let us know if you’d like to help us establish connections in all 

corners of the state. 
 

OMA partners with funeral homes  
throughout  the state which offer  

discounts to our members. 
 

New Partners in Ashland and  
Klamath Falls joined us in 2022! 

 

We appreciate the many ways  
our members and volunteers  

move OMA forward.  
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September 24, 2022 
OMA’s 61st Annual Meeting: The Music of Life 

“Orchestrating Your Estate Plan” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us on  Saturday, September 24 at 2pm for  

“Orchestrating Your Estate Plan,” presented by Meredith Williamson,  

Founder and Attorney at Law at NW Estate Law. Get answers to your  

questions about wills, trusts, and other estate planning issues.  
 

Register at oma2022meeting.eventbrite.com. 

Thank You to Our Sponsors! 


